
IELTS Test Prep
LISTENING SECTION



Structure and Timing
4 sections

Lasts 30 minutes
◦ + 10 minutes to fill out answer sheet for the paper 

test

◦ Computer test includes 2 minutes extra to review 
answers



Structure and Timing
4 sections:

◦ Conversation between 2 people in a social context

◦ A monologue (1 person speaking) in a social context

◦ A conversation with multiple people in an 
educational context

◦ A monologue (1 speaker) in an academic context



Scoring



Subject matter
Social context
◦ Situations that can happen in everyday life

◦ Renting an apartment, booking a hotel, 
meetings

Academic context
◦ Situations from an educational setting, such as 

lectures from university courses



Types of questions
Table completion



Form completion



Types of questions
Sentence completion



Note completion



Types of questions

Note completion



Types of questions

Multiple choice



Types of questions
Short answer



Types of questions
Matching



Matching



Types of questions
Plan/map/

diagram/labeli
ng



Types of questions
Plan/map/diagram/labeling

Some useful phrases to study for this section include:
◦ At the top/at the bottom

◦ Slightly north/south/east/west of

◦ In the southeast

◦ Just past, before you get to

◦ In the middle of



Types of questions
Plan/map/diagram/labeling

Some useful phrases to study for this section include:
◦ Above/below, Inside/outside

◦ Opposite/in front of

◦ Adjoining, via, alongside

◦ Clockwise/anticlockwise



Strategies
Read questions during the allotted time, before hearing 
the audio
◦ Pay close attention to special instructions

Take notes while listening



General Tips



General Tips
Take notes
◦ You only get to hear things once!



General Tips
Pay attention to word count limits



General Tips
Don’t fill in the answer sheet right away
◦ Sometimes information will be repeated or changed 

later in the recording



General Tips
Familiarize yourself with a variety of accents

Don’t only study the North American accent



General Tips
Allow yourself to listen to the audio multiple times 
when you first start practicing
◦ After you are comfortable with the test, start to time 

it and listen only once



General Tips
Practice listening to audio that has a transcript to 
check later. Take notes when listening and compare 
them to the transcript
◦ You can do this with many forms of audio, not just 

IELTS practice tests (TED Talks, music, YouTube 
videos, etc.)



General Tips
Transfer your answers to the answer sheet carefully
◦ Spelling and grammar counts, so be sure to write the 

answers correctly

◦ Note: British and American spelling both count as 
correct, so use whichever one you are most 
comfortable with



General Tips
Don’t leave anything blank
◦ Points are not taken away for wrong answers



Other ways to prepare
Listen to as much content in English as possible!
◦ Practice tests, television, movies, videos, music, etc.

◦ Listen to things for fun and listen to more academic 
things while taking notes. 

◦ Active listening is important, but extra listening 
practice in English is always helpful too



Other ways to prepare
Listen to a wide range of types of situations to 
learn new vocabulary

Listen to content in a variety of accents (not just 
North American accents

Practice, practice, practice



Please join us again for our next 
video!


